The belief that the God Siva, worshipped at present by the bulk of the Hindu population, is a deity of heterogeneous origin, who came into existence comparatively late as a consequence of the contact of the faith of immigrant Aryans with that of the indigenous population of the country, particularly the Dravidians, is commonly held by all writers on Hindu religious history. It is stated that the Vedic God Rudra assimilated several indigenous cults, and, having gradually undergone a change in the process of assimilation, was transformed into a semi-demoniacal deity/known generally by the name of Siva. The process of this evolution is clearly described by Frazer in his exposition of Saivism in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics :
'The Puranic account (of Siva) illustrates the mode of transition from a period of religion based on Vedic tradition and Brahmanic supremacy to a period when it became necessary to recognize the worship of the demoniacal Gods and deified heroes by the outlying non-Aryan Nisadas and Dravidians who were not allowed to study the Vedas or to perform the Vedic rites, The local shrines with their associated worship of the deified heroes and their appeasing of ghosts and evil-working spirits of the dead by human and blood sacrifices and magic spalls, were scattered throughout the villages of India, where the aboriginal primitive ritual was ministered by local sorcerers and priests. As these local shrines became more renowned, they grew in wealth and importance and became endowed by local chieftains and landowners, The shrinss bacama temples wherein tho aboriginal deities were raised to new honour and rank as manifestations or servants of Siva and Visny or of their Saktis (or female consorts),"1
Rudra became, as a consequence of his intercourse with the deities of aboriginal tribes, Siva who, 'with his phallic symbol, is more like a Dravidian demon than an Aryan deva/ 2
The usa of the term Dravidian, in this context, is rather unfortunate; for, a race of people called the Dravidian is not mentioned in the Vedic literature; and in fact, the Dravidians, as an ethnic group, were unknown to the world until they sprang into existence Athena-wise from the imaginative head of their progenitor Caldwell, some two generations ago. What little is known about the religious practices of the Nisadas, Dasyus and other Non-Aryan tribes from this Vedas does not warrant the conclusion that the Vedic Rudra acquired from them the phallic emblem and demoniacal characteristics which later distinguished the Puranic Siva.
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